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exposition of the system, followed by a concluding historical sketch
of its later fortunes and influence. The author enters with sufficient
sympathy into his subject, and is singularly fair-minded in his judg-
ments, which, it need hardly be added, are independently formed. On
the whole, the little book may be pronounced a model-work of its
kind.

Stoicism is well and interestingly written, but the author gives only
a meagre account of the system as it was wrought out among the
Greeks, and is somewhat rhetorical in his expansion over the series of
its Roman representatives. There is not much trace of independent
judgment, and the treatment is apt to be tendemios—directed more to
edification than enlightenment.

Descartes. By J. P. MAHAFFT, M.A. Edinburgh & London: Black-
wood, 1880. Pp. 211.

This volume opens the Messrs. Blackwood's Series of " Philosophical
Classics for English Readers". Professor Hahaffy has taken pains
•with the life of the philosopher. He goes for himself to the original
sources and, while independently sifting the available evidence (in-
cluding the results of later researches), is able, with his practised
pen, to present a really attractive sketch of the man and all his varied
activity. He is not as successful with the philosophy. Except for
incidental references in the life—amounting in all, no doubt, to some-
thing considerable—little more than the last fourth of the volume is
given to the exposition of Descartes' system of thought. The author
speaks, in fact, of giving, upon the philosophy, only a " short appendix
to Descartes' life," though the Prospectus of the Series would lead one
to expect a good deal more. Neither does the exposition, while short,
bring the cardinal points of the system into as much prominence as
was still possible. The fundamental position of all, so important for
the future history of philosophy as well as for Descartes' own system,
ia strangely slurred over, on p. 149. On the same page, it may also
be remarked, the principles of Contradiction and Causality get mixed
up (probably by misprint). The " A. Bouillet" of p. 4, repeatedly
quoted afterwards under the same surname, must be meant for F.
Bouillier. A welcome feature of the book is a good autotype rendering
of the TTftln portrait in the Louvre.

Unconscious Memory. By SAMUEL BUTLER, Author of Erewhon, &c
Op. 5. London: Bogue, 1880. Pp. 208.

The body of Mr. Butler's Op. 5 consists of a translation of the re-
markable lecture " On Memory " delivered by Hering in 1870, fol-
lowed by a translation of the long chapter on " The Unconscious as
Instinct " in. Von Hartmann's Philosojihy of the Unconscious. He is
enabled to elucidate his own views on Evolution, as propounded in
previous works, by showing (in some additional chapters) how they
sulwtantially agree with Hering's positions and how they are opposed
to Von Hartmann's. Readers who do not go beyond English should
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thank him for the translation of Hering's lecture which long ago
attracted attention as a singularly bright and pointed exposition of the
thesis that all fixing and reproduction of effects wrought in organised
matter may, by analogy with the changes believed to be wrought in
the brain on occasion of conscious memory, also be spoken of as a kind
of " memory ". Before coming to the serious part of his undertaking
—for he has now become serious and even a little pedantic as he geta
on with his views—Mr. Butler provides some entertainment for the
reader, in his earlier vein. With perfectly sustained gravity, he
records the whole course of his own evolution as a writer—where and
how he was situated when this or that idea came into his head, to be
afterwards set down in one or other of the Opp. The story leads finally
up to a terrifying exposure of the arts whereby Mr. Darwin " and his
friends " thought to elude the blows aimed at the doctrine of Natural
Selection in Op. 4—a book, says Mr. Butler, in which " I was hardly
able to conceal the fact that, in spite of the obligations under which
we must always remain to Mr. Darwin, I had lost my respect for him
and for his work ". This, in its way, is inimitably said, and there
are many more sentences, up to the last of all in chap. 5, quite as
good. Clearly, though he may have grown serious otherwise, Mr.
Butler carries still about with him the " memory " of old powers.

The Story of Philosophy. By ASTON LEIOH. London: Triibner, 1881.
Pp. 210.

This book, which aims at presenting concisely and in popular lan-
guage the history of the rise and progress of Greek philosophy before
Christ, is " the result of several years' reading and research ". The
reading, apparently, has been confined to English works or works in
English upon the subject. The research, not said whither, has not
been without result. Socrates, we learn, was " an insignificant little
man," but had been " a brawny broad-shouldered youth" with
" muscles twisting about his arms and against his shoulder-blades like
brown snakes " ; his mother's name was " Philarete " (not Phaenarete);
it was to " Esculapeius " that he owed that last cock. Again, Plato
began life as a " brown babe " and a " black-eyed infant " ; his father
was "Aristocles" (not Ariston), his grandfather " Aristony "(not
Aristocles). Many more new or interesting facts of this description
could be quoted from Mr. Leigh's pages, but these may suffice, by way
of specimen. There is much less of philosophy than of philosophers
in the book. Thus Aristotle the man takes up twelve pages, while
his " philosophy and works " are disposed of in less than five. Still
these too, few as they are, enshrine many novelties. For instance :

" Aristotle examined sixteen forms of the syllogism. If the first and
second premisses be inverted, a wrong conclusion must follow. To give an
example of a defective syllogism : No work of God is bad : The passions of
men are the work of God : Therefore the passions of men cannot be bad.
It required a Socrates to set straight the crooked syllogistic method, which
was most likely undreamt of during his life-time.

In another vein of observation, we get this conclusion to the notice
of Pyrrho :—
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